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“If I Only Had The Perfect Spouse” 

Scripture References 
 

Living by the Spirit’s Power – Galatians 5:16-26 

16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your 
sinful nature craves. 17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite 

of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of 
what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, 
so you are not free to carry out your good intentions. 18 But when you are directed 

by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of Moses. 

19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 
quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, 

division, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you 
again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the 

Kingdom of God. 

22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is 
no law against these things! 

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their 

sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we are living by the 
Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. 26 Let us not 
become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one another. 

True Wisdom Comes from God – James 3:13-18 

13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, 
doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you are 

bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth 
with boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of 

wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 16 For wherever there is 

jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 

17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all 

times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. 
It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.18 And those who are peacemakers will 

plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness. 



Love Is the Greatest – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

13 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and 

if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had 

such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be 
nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I 

could boast about it;[a] but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does 

not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 
wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins 

out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 

through every circumstance. 

8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages[b] and special knowledge will 

become useless. But love will last forever! 9 Now our knowledge is partial and 

incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole 
picture! 10 But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will become 

useless. 

11 When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I 

grew up, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling 

reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity.[c] All that 
I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, 

just as God now knows me completely. 

13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is 

love. 

Spirit-Guided Relationships: Wives and Husbands 
Ephesians 5:21-31 
21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 For wives, this 
means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For a husband is the head of his 

wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of his body, the 
church. 24 As the church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your 
husbands in everything.  

25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He 

gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of 
God’s word.[b] 27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a 

spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without 
fault. 28 In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own 
bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself. 29 No one hates 

his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for the church.30 And we 
are members of his body. 

31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his 

wife, and the two are united into one.”[c] 32 This is a great mystery, but it is an 
illustration of the way Christ and the church are one. 33 So again I say, each man 
must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 
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The Testing of Your Work  -  1 Corinthians 3:12-15 

12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, 
silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what 

kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any 
value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if the work is 

burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like 

someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. 

Intimacy in Marriage – 1 Corinthians 7:1-5 

Now regarding the questions you asked in your letter. Yes, it is good to abstain 
from intimate relations.[a] 2 But because there is so much sexual immorality, each 

man should have his own wife, and each woman should have her own husband. 
3 The husband should fulfill his wife’s intimate needs, and the wife should fulfill her 
husband’s needs. 4 The wife gives authority over her body to her husband, and the 
husband gives authority over his body to his wife. 

5 Do not deprive each other of intimate relations, unless you both agree to refrain 

from this intimacy for a limited time, so you can give yourselves more completely 
to prayer. Afterward, you should come together again so that Satan won’t be able 

to tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

Loving One Another  -  1 John 4:16-21 

16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is 
love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.17 And as we live in 

God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, 

but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. 
18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is 

for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his 
perfect love. 19 We love each other[b] because he loved us first. 

20 If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer,[c] that person is a liar; 

for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot 
see? 21 And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their 

fellow believers.[d] 

 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 New Living Translation (NLT) 
3 We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do. 4 [a]We use God’s 

mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of 
human reasoning and to destroy false arguments. 5 We destroy every proud 

obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We capture their rebellious 
thoughts and teach them to obey Christ. 6 And after you have become fully 
obedient, we will punish everyone who remains disobedient. 
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